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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Applicant's amendnnent of 1 1/30/04 has been entered. The examiner has 
included a copy of the 8/30/02 IDS as applicant has requested. 

1 . Claim 22 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 20 recites two 
dealer terminals (a 1^* and 2"^). This is the reciting of two distinct terminals. Claim 22 is 
attempting to recite that the two terminals are really one terminal, which is broadening 
out of the scope of the claim, not a further limiting of the claim. This is also addressed 
under 35 USC 112,2"^ paragraph. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
clainning the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6,22, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and' distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

For claim 6, there is no antecedent basis for "said communication link". No 
communication link has previously been claimed so what does this refer to? Is this a 
communication link between the 1®^ dealer terminal and the server, the 2"^ terminal and 
the server, or a communication link for both? The previous language to a 
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communication line was deleted and claim 5 recites no communication link (or line) of 
any kind. 

For claim 22, the scope is not clear. Claim 20 recites two dealer terminals (a 1^^ 
and 2"^). This is the reciting of two distinct terminals. Claim 20 clearly requires two 
terminals. Claim 22 is attempting to recite that the two terminals are really one terminal. 
The examiner has a problem with this language. It is not clear in claim 22 if there are 
two or just one terminal. Claim 22 includes all that was claimed for claim 20, so if claim 
20 requires two terminals, how can there only be one in claim 22? 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1,2,11,13,16,19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over "Motoring Matters-Vehicle Ownership" (Singapore's Land Transport 
Authority Private Car Rental Scheme started in 1996) in view of Tornetta (5032989). 

For claim 1 ,2,16, LTA in 1996 started a program that allowed private individuals 
to rent out their car to another individual. The LTA web page discloses features about 
the program and states that for step 1 , 

"Decide whether you want to: 

Get VICOM Ltd (Tel: 6458 4555) to do it for you; or 
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Rent out the car yourself 

, Not disclosed is how VICOM (a company) would go about renting out your car for 
you. In renting a car it necessarily follows that you need to find a person willing to rent 
the car and that person needs to be able to find the person who has a car to rent. 
Tornetta discloses a system for real estate properties that takes information from a 
person wishing to sell or rent their property, stores the information in a searchable 
database, and allows potential buyers or renters to search for desired property using 
user defined search criteria. Tornetta discloses a system that can match a seller to a 
buyer (or an owner of a rental property to a potential renter). Tornetta discloses a first 
dealer terminal 500. a dealer server 200, a 2"^ dealer terminal 100, and a 
communication link 20. The communication link satisfies the claimed "intranet". 
Column 10, lines 22-35 disclose the recited steps of first customer information being 
processed by the first dealer terminal and being transmitted to the dealer server 200. 
Column 10, lines 15-21 disclose the steps of the dealer server processing the first 
customer information and transmitting information (results of a search) to the second 
dealer terminal. The dealer terminal receives the transmitted information and provides it 
to the 2"^ customer. The recited "producing a rental reservation information by said 
second dealer terminal" is interpreted to be the step of sending the search criteria about 
the rental from the 2"^ dealer terminal to the dealer server 200 (prior to receipt of the 
search results). The term "rental reservation information" as an example can include 
the date of desired rental, which is information that is part of the search request. This 
part of the claim is broad and is not reciting the sending of an actual reservation request 
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for the rental. The search request sent fronn the 2"^ dealer ternninal is received by the 
dealer server and processed to yield search results. The language "to transfer said 
rental reservation information to said first dealer terminal and to and to amend said 
private car availability stock for the region..." are not positively reciting that any transfer 
is being done or that any amending is being done. This language is simply reciting the 
intended use of the "receiving and processing" step done by the dealer server. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to use a system as disclosed by Tornetta to match a person wishing to rent a car with a 
person who has a car to rent in Singapore. The recitations to the types of data (unused 
period information, car model, location) necessarily follow from the 103 combination. 
When renting a car the data being processed with be data relevant to cars, not real 
estate properties, although some data will be the same (location, unused time period, 
price). 

For claims 11,19, Tornetta discloses that the "Display/Update" option allows one 
to update data on a property listing (or in the case of the 103 combination, this feature 
allows data concerning the renting of a car to be updated). Tornetta also allows for new 
listing to be entered into the system. 

For claim 13, the dealer server, and both dealer terminals are connected by a 
communication link and this satisfies the claimed limitation of "internet", which after all is 
simply a connecting of computers together so they can communicate with each other. 
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6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 5,6,12,14,15,17.18,20-24, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tornetta (5032989). Applicant should take notice that in the pending 
article claims, the recitations directed to the kind of data that is being processed is 
considered to be non-functional descriptive material that does not serve as a limitation. 
In re GulacK 217 USPQ 401 (CAFC 1983). The fact that the system is "for renting a 
car" does not distinguish over a system for renting homes as the only difference is the 
kind of data being processed (car data versus homes data). Applicant should also take 
notice that language such as "a first dealer terminal to produce a first customer 
information" is taken as only reciting a terminal with the intended use being to produce 
information. As long as the prior art is capable of the claimed functional language 
(intended use language) the prior art is properly applied. In this case, most of the 
recited functions are found in Tornetta but applicant's attempt to define the article in 
terms of what it is "to do" or "would do" is simply reciting the intended use of the system. 

For claims 5,17,20-24, Tornetta discloses a system for the selling or renting of a 
home. The first dealer terminal is 500 and the dealer server is 200. The first customer 
information is taken to be non-functional descriptive material but the examiner also 
notes that the information processed by Tornetta will be of the same nature (unused 
period where rental is possible, model type, and rental location). Tornetta is fully 
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capable of and/or discloses the transmitting of the information to the dealer server as 
claimed. The dealer server processes the information as claimed. The claimed 
availability information and availability stock is another example of non-functional 
descriptive material but this kind of data is also found in Tornetta (because Tornetta will 
produce information on available stock of homes and home availability information). 
The 2"^ dealer terminal provides information to the customer as claimed. With respect 
to the language about what would happen if a customer makes a rental request, 
because the claim covers the situation where the customer does not make a rental 
request (did not find anything they want to rent or that they can afford), the rest of the 
claim is not required. On the other hand, this language can also be satisfied by the fact 
that the dealer server can accept a search request from the 2"^ dealer terminal. The 
search request is a request for information on a rental (i.e. a transmission of rental 
reservation information), so Tornetta discloses a system that can operate as claimed 
even if the "would produce" language is considered. The server confirming or denying 
the request can be interpreted as determining whether or not there are any valid search 
results based on the search criteria. 

For claims 6,14, the dealer server, and both dealer terminals are connected by a 
comhiunication link and this satisfies the claimed limitation of "intranet" or "internet", 
which after all is simply a connecting of computers together so they can communicate 
with each other. 
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For claims 12,18, Tornetta discloses that the "Display/Update" option allows one 
to update data on a property listing. This is amending of the first customer information 
as claimed. Tornetta also allows for new listing to be entered into the system. 

For claim 15, the claim is reciting how the dealer terminals are to be used, and 
this is not considered as reciting anything further to the system. Tornetta is fully 
capable of being used in the claimed manner. A user of either terminal (1^' or 2"^) can 
use the terminal to make a listing or search for a rental property. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Keithley et al. (5584025), Janssen (5754850), and Ingraham et 
al. (20010037280) disclose systems that match a seller to a buyer and are relevant to 
what is claimed. Applicant should take notice that Keithley and Janssen are directed to 
use in a real estate environment, but that both references also disclose that such a 
system can be used for cars as well as other types of products for sale or rent. 
"AsiaOne Motoring" discloses an article that references the LTA private car rental 
scheme that was started in 1996. 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Ruhl whose telephone number is 571-272-6808. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor John Weiss can be reached on 571-272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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